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   ~Ann Weems 

 
Advent is an incredibly rich season. 
Derived from the Latin word adventus, 
meaning “coming,” Advent is a season 
in which we prepare for the coming of 
Christ. We remember and celebrate that 
God came to us in the flesh some 2,000 years 
ago, and we wait expectantly for his coming 
again to make all things new.  In between times, 
the Church has intentionally created Advent as a 

time in which we prepare our hearts to receive Jesus 
ever more deeply.  It is a time of expectancy, 
longing, preparation, watching, and waiting.  
  
It is a time of great hope, for God tells us that he is 
always waiting for us with open arms to gift us with 
newness, healing, and love. One might say that God 
waits to be born anew in our hearts once more. Or as 
the Christmas Carol says:  
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      In Christ’s love, 
       Susan + 

 

����������	

����������	

����������	

����������	

  

 ������
���������������������
���������������������
���������������������
���������������� ���
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���



  December 2011 Communicator page 2 

We, the faithful, 
kneel at the altar  
to receive the 
sacrament of Holy 

Communion. As we rise, turn, and walk to our 
pews, we are bathed in golden light. Soaring over 
us is the stained glass Grand Window of Grace 
Episcopal Church. 
 

Above the choir loft, sunlight pours through this 
masterpiece created not only of glass and metal, but 
also of inspiration, artistry, and love. Surely, for 
each person who has come to the altar, it is an 
additional blessing.  
 

The architecture of Grace Church reflects the 
mid-20th-Century aesthetic; yet it succeeds in being 
timeless. It is clean of line and pure of form. The 
perfect complement to the A-
frame construction of the 
building is this glorious work of 
art. It presents a concept of the 
risen Jesus, who stands, 
victorious, before the cross. He is 
Christ the King, alive, vibrant 
and eternal.  
 

Flanking it are the two narthex 
windows, which are dramatic, 
abstract checkerboards of clear 
and colored leaded glass. The 
original chapel window repeated 
this theme; later it was replaced 
by the Last Supper tableau. 
 

The design of the Grand Window 
is unique and superb. Each 
element of the composition has 
sacred symbolism. The risen 
Savior stands triumphant before 
the cross. His outstretched hands 
represent welcome, comfort, and 
blessing. He wears a chasuble-
like robe in rich blue, signifying 
his status as our High Priest. 
Above the Savior is the 
descending Dove—the Holy 
Spirit. Surrounding the head of 
Christ are “rays…which emanate 
 

in all directions as a reminder of the omnipresence 
of God.”  
 

On the left and right sides of the Christ figure are 
the symbols of Alpha and Omega, “the beginning 
and the end.” Beneath Him are representations of 
blessed sacraments. The baptismal font includes the 
initials I H S (Jesus). The chalice and host, 
representing the Holy Communion, include the Chi 
Rho – (these are the “X and P” – also early symbols 
of Christianity). 
 

The Grand Window, along with its companion 
pieces, were given to the Glory of God and in 
loving memory of Howard E. Stevens, by Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Weber. All were created by the Wallis-
Wiley Studio of Pasadena (now Wallis Studio of 
Sierra Madre). The accomplished artists of this firm 

worked closely with the 
benefactors to achieve their goal 
of a profound and inspiring 
memorial.  
 

A visit to the studio by members 
of your Centennial Committee 
revealed a wealth of information 
about the creation of the 
windows. We learned more about 
their construction and installation 
when Ms. Susan Wallis, daughter 
of John Wallis, the studio’s 
founder, came to Grace recently. 
She examined the windows and 
recommended maintenance and 
repairs to the Grand Window 
which are necessary for its 
preservation.  
 

The assemblage includes two 
supports which run from the top 
to the bottom of the artwork. The 
craftsmen incorporated these 
elements into the design so 
skillfully that they do not 
compromise the integrity of the 
artist’s design. However, this 
affected the stability of the 
window to a degree.  
 

(Continued on Page 3.) 

 

The Grand Choir Window of Grace Episcopal Church 
 

By Mary Ann Burkhalter and David Aldrete � ���� �
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(The Grand Choir Window, Continued from page 2.) 
 

After fifty-five years, because of the slight 
instability of design, the leaded glass which forms 
the head of the Figure is bowing slightly. Repairs 
are in progress and reinforcements are in place to 
implement the full restoration of the window. Work 
should be completed early in the New Year. 
 

A letter from the Wallis-Wiley Studios, dated 
October 15, 1956, states: 
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The initial sketch of 
the Grand Window 
includes remarks 
about the depiction 
of Christ. “The 
benefactors have 
requested that He 
have a ‘gentle’ 
face.” The face of 
Christ in this 
window is indeed 
gentle, but also 
seems to express 
strength, comfort, 
and love. It is 
welcoming. And it is forgiving. 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Weber were quite specific about the 
design, dimensions, and placement of the brass 
plaque identifying this memorial to their beloved 
father. We see it, affixed to the bricks, as we exit 
the sanctuary and enter the narthex. As we do so, it 
seems appropriate to send a prayer of thanks to God 
for these faithful people who added immeasurable 
beauty and character to our church.  

��������	�
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Please remember that all parishioners are always welcome to attend our Vestry Meetings. Normally we meet 
on the fourth Monday of the month at 7:30 p.m. However, due to the Christmas holidays, our next Vestry 
Meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 9, 2012. 
 
· The November 28 Vestry Meeting opened with prayer. 
· Heard Rector’s and Wardens’ reports. 
· Received the Treasurer’s Report. 
· Stewardship Campaign 2012: The Stewardship program was very well received. Special thanks went to 

Rick Sandona for the lovely Stewardship video. Initial pledge ingathering indicates that, as of 
November 27, we have received 76 pledges for a total of $185,200. A number of pledges are still out. 

· Buildings and Grounds: Phase one of the stained glass restoration has been completed with repair of the 
west side narthex window. The larger “Jesus” window repair has been delayed until after the first of 
the year. 

· Preparation for our Advent and Christmas programs are well underway. The Annual Christmas Concert, 
featuring our parish choir and handbell choirs, is scheduled for Sunday, December 11 at 4:00 p.m. Our 
children will be presenting “A Capital Christmas,” as part of the 10:00 a.m. service on Sunday, 
December 18. Christmas Eve services are scheduled for 5:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m., with special Christmas 
music preceding both services. 

· Outreach Committee: Our participation in the Winter Homeless Shelter at Glenkirk Presbyterian Church 
is scheduled for Sunday, January 15, 2012. 

· Diocesan Convention: Convention is scheduled for Friday, December 2, and Saturday, December 3. 
Delegates attending: Rev. Susan, Deacon Ann, Pam Bryant, Peter Bryant, and Debbie Pullen. 

· Adjournment and closing prayer. 
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Grace Church’s youngest come together for an alphabetic journey 
telling the Christmas story in nine segments.  
 

Enjoy our Sunday School and Nursery children talking about the Root 
of Jesse, Caesar Augustus, the Traveler, Innkeeper, Shepherds, 
Angels, the Manger, the Savior, and that One Holy Night.  
 

This program will include familiar carols and a children’s choral 
anthem, “Run, Shepherds, Run!” by Sarah Siegler, as performed by 
our newly formed children’s choir. Our thanks to Bobbi Patterson for 
directing and producing this wonderful program. 

Here is a “once upon a time” moment 
brought to you by your Centennial 
Committee: 
 

Christmas Pageant and Party 
1945 

 
Christmas Pageants have always been a 
part of church life. 
 
In 1945, the children performed Why the 
Chimes Rang as part of a special program 
in preparation for Christmas. Interspersed 
with Christmas Carols, they told the 
famous story by Raymond McAlden about 
the realization that the most valuable gift 
we can give to the Christ Child is love and 
compassion for his people. 
 
Note the  “Announcements,” the blurb at 
the end of the bulletin, outlining the 
Christmas Eve service, complete with 
special music. Things haven’t changed that 
much in one hundred years! 
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The call to be faithful stewards is an ongoing task to which God summons us. Thank you to one and all for 
a wonderful stewardship campaign. My special thanks to Margo Keller, who chairs the Stewardship 
Committee, and to Rick and Liz Sandona, David Aldrete, Marilyn Scranton, and Frank Boyd for their 
generosity in offering their time and talent to this important ministry. 
 

As of November 30, 2011, we have been given pledges totaling $185,200, and we still hope to receive 
several more pledges in the coming days. If you have not yet had the opportunity to make your pledge, I 
encourage you to do so as soon as possible, thereby enabling us to make good fiscal decisions and plan for 
the future. Pledge cards are available in the pews and in the church office. Pledge envelopes for those who 
have made 2012 pledges will be available in late December. 
 

In the days ahead, I look forward to following in the footsteps of the faithful stewards of the previous 
one hundred years, and I echo St. Paul’s words as he writes to the Philippians: I am confident of this, that 
the one who began a good work among us will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 

(Philippians 1:6) 
 

              Rev. Susan + 

2011 Pledge Records:  As we near the end of 2011, I hope that you will take the time to examine your 
pledge records to see if you are up to date on your current pledge. The church office will be happy to send you 
a year-to-date statement, if that would be helpful to you. 
 

In early January 2012, all pledgers and givers of record will be sent a year-end statement 
detailing all contributions given to the church. This document is to be used for tax 
purposes for the year 2011. In this regard, the United States Government informs us that 
all contributions you intend to itemize on your 2011 tax returns must be either received in 
person or postmarked no later than December 31, 2011. All contributions received on or 
after January 1, 2012 will qualify for a tax deduction in 2012. 
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On Friday, December 2, and Saturday, December 3, Pam Bryant, Peter Bryant, and Debbie Pullen will go 
to our annual Diocesan Convention as elected delegates from Grace Episcopal Church. Along with 
Rev. Susan and Deacon Ann, they will represent our congregation as they worship with the larger 
Episcopal community, receive reports, and vote on a variety of issues.  

 
Diocesan Convention is held every year in the Diocese of Los Angeles, and each 
church has the opportunity to send delegates to represent their parish in this 
important decision-making body. Grace Church is allowed three lay delegates and 
three lay alternate delegates, the number being determined by the size of the 
congregation. Our delegates and alternate delegates are elected at our Annual 
Meeting.  
 
If you would like to serve as one of our convention delegates, please submit your 
name as a candidate to run for election at our Grace Church Annual Meeting, 

scheduled for Sunday, January 22, 2012. Interested candidates must be at least 16 years of age and be 
active, pledging members of Grace Church. Please contact Rev. Susan if you are interested in submitting 
your name for nomination. 
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Just a little reminder if you 
are planning on shopping 
for the children at Hillsides: 
I have lists posted above the 
boxes in the Narthex of 
possible gifts you might 
consider buying. Of course, 
if you are short of time, gift 
certificates to their favourite stores and movie 
tickets are great pleasers, too. Just be sure to 
hand gift cards to me personally, so they don’t 
get lost! 
 

I will be taking the gifts out to Hillsides on 
Monday, December 12, so Sunday the 11th is the 
last day to bring toys to church. 
 

Thank you so very much for including the kids in 
your Christmas shopping. I am sure your 
thoughtfulness will be returned in a wonderful 
and joyous Christmas! 
 

    Best Wishes,  
    Tricia Coppack, Outreach 
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The Glendora Community 
Coordinating Council would 
like to thank everyone who 

contributed food or money to Holiday Baskets 
this year.  
 

The Holiday Basket program had 285 
applications, including 542 adults and 409 
children, for a total of 951 people. Each family 
received $40 in Stater Bros. Gift Cards, and each 
child received a $10 Barnes and Noble Gift Card.  
 

The GCCC had 66 volunteers who packed and 
sorted the food. Unfortunately, donations were 
down this year, making it necessary to purchase 
$1500 worth of food to complete the boxes.  
 

Thank you again for your contributions. Without 
all of you this program would not be the success 
it has been for over 50 years.  
 

       Barbara Dexter 
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On Sunday, December 18, following the 10:00 a.m. service, you are 
invited to help us decorate the church for Christmas. This is the time to 
put up the Christmas tree, place the wreaths on the walls, add garlands to 
the altar rails, hang the banners, and enjoy good fellowship in 
preparation for the grand feast of Christmas. Pizza, sodas, and beer will 
be provided for all volunteers.   
 

On Friday, December 23 at 9:30 a.m., the Flower Guild is gathering to 
make all final flower arrangements in preparation for Christmas services. 
If you would like to help with this project, please join us! 
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Take part in making the church beautiful for Christmas by giving donations 
for Christmas flowers. Christmas Flower Envelopes can be found in your 
pew. Flowers may be given in honor of someone, in memory of a loved 
one, or in thanksgiving for an event. Your dedications will then be printed 
in the Christmas bulletins (please have them in the office by printing day, 
Wednesday, December 21). Please fill out your Flower Envelope and place 
it in the collection plate or in the office. 
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The Great Recession is over, or so it has been officially decreed. However, reality tells us that the need for 
emergency food and shelter continues to grow. This year, as we serve at the Winter Homeless Shelter hosted 
by Glenkirk Presbyterian Church, we will be asked to prepare meals for 250 people. As part of the East San 
Gabriel Valley Coalition for the Homeless, Glenkirk Church will host the winter shelter for two weeks, 
beginning January 3. At the end of two weeks, the shelter will move to another church. To assist those in 
need, each evening from December through March, buses go to publicized bus stops, pick up those seeking 
shelter, and deliver them to the hosting church. People are then provided with warm shelter for the night, a 
hot dinner, showers, clothing, toiletries, and breakfast and lunch for the next day. Grace Church has been 
assigned to work on Sunday, January 15, 2012. In this ministry, we will provide food for three meals and 
volunteers to cook, serve, and clean up. Most importantly, it will be our privilege to simply spend some time 
with people who need to be seen as children of God. 
 

There are a number of ways in which you can participate in this ministry: 
1. Donate food or money for the three meals. 
2. Volunteer your time between the hours of 4:30 and 9:00 p.m. by cooking, serving, cleaning, serving as 

shower monitors, and spending time with the men and women who come to the shelter. 
3. Contribute clothing or toiletries. Needed items include: 

·  New motel travel shampoo, soaps, lotions, toothpaste, toothbrushes, and disposable razors. 
·  New socks and underwear (men’s boxers). 
·  Used – but in good condition – shirts, blouses, sweaters, pants, sweats, work shoes, tennis shoes, jackets, 
 umbrellas, slippers, warm pajamas, etc. 
·  Please do not donate dresses, high heels, swimwear, suits, or any used underwear. 

4. All of the donated clothing and toiletries need to be brought to Grace Church no later than January 3, as we 
need to deliver the items to Glenkirk at the beginning of their two weeks of hosting the shelter. 

 

Sign-up sheets for volunteering your time or donating food will be available beginning Sunday, December 11. 

The Rev. Susan L. Scranton, Rector 
Sue Malinowski, Parish Secretary 
 

Office: (626) 335-3171 FAX: (626) 335-2511 
E-Mail:  Grace@GraceGlendora.org 
Web Site:  www.GraceGlendora.org 


