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          Ann Weems, Kneeling in Bethlehem 
 
Imagine a world in which every day is Christmas, a world 
in which every day seems to fall under the awe and 
wonder of God with us – Emmanuel. The truth is that the 
joy of Christmas and the awesome power of the Light 
continue to shine forth through Jesus’ followers. We, who 
are members of the Body of Christ, have been 
commissioned by our baptisms to carry the Light into  
the world. This is the essence of the season in which we  
now find ourselves: Epiphany.  Epiphany means 
“showing forth, manifestation, or revelation.” It is the 
season in which to remember that as God was revealed to 
the Wise Men in the person of the infant in the manger 
whom they worshiped, so too has God been revealed to us 
in Jesus Christ. Our calling, our mission, is to bring the 
Light of Christ—or reveal the Good News of God in 
Jesus Christ—to the world; to tell the world that every 
day is Christmas, for God is with us. 
 

May God bless you with the knowledge of his presence. 
 

      In Christ’s love, 
       Susan + 
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Evensong in the Episcopal Church is a glorious act 
of worship. Inspired by Jewish synagogue worship 
and modeled after the evening service within the 
monastic hours, evensong consists of prayers, 
psalms, and scripture set to music. The practice of 
singing the service has been a daily offering within 
Anglican worship since the sixteenth century.  
 

The parish choir of Grace Episcopal Church is 
pleased to offer the service of Solemn Evensong in 
conjunction with the choir from St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church, Monrovia as a part of this 
Centennial Concert Series. Many of you will 
remember from reading about our history that 
Fr. Quimby, Rector of St. Luke’s in the early 1900s, 
came to our church on Sunday afternoons to 
officiate at services and offer his ministry to the 
fledgling new Episcopal Church we now know as 
Grace Episcopal Church. 
 

Please join us on Sunday, January 29 at 4:00 p.m. 
for this special service of Solemn Evensong, and 
then gather with us for a wine and cheese reception 
following the service. 
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Sunday, February 5, 2012, following the 10:00 a.m. service 
 

A Potluck Lunch will precede the meeting. Please bring a dish to share. 
 
On Sunday, February 5, 2012, (Super Bowl Sunday) following the 10:00 a.m. service, Grace Church 
will hold its Annual Meeting. As Vestry Member Barbara Dexter pointed out, “In past years we have had 
the annual meeting on the same day as the Super Bowl. The annual meeting is always over before the Super 
Bowl starts. So please attend the Annual Meeting with our promise that you will be home in plenty of time 
to watch the Super Bowl!” 
 

After a hearty potluck lunch, we will reflect on the past year, celebrate our achievements, and thank our 
members for their many contributions to the life of our parish. Looking ahead, the Vestry will present the 
2012 budget, enabled by our collective response to the recent stewardship campaign. At the meeting, you 
are welcome to ask questions about the budget and about plans for the coming year. 
 

Finally, the Annual Meeting presents us with the opportunity to elect new Vestry Members and Diocesan 
Convention Delegates and Alternates. We have had a good response from people interested in serving on 
the Vestry, and a slate of candidates will be presented.  
 

Essentially our Annual Meeting calls upon us to reflect backwards and look forward to our life together at 
Grace Episcopal Church as we seek to serve our Lord. Please plan on attending this important meeting. 
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Please remember that all parishioners are always welcome to attend our Vestry Meetings. Normally we meet 
on the fourth Monday of the month at 7:30 p.m. 
 

· The January Vestry Meeting opened with prayer. 
· Approved and accepted the minutes of the November 28, 2011 Vestry Meeting. The December meeting 

was canceled. 
· Heard reports from the Rector and Wardens. 
· Received final pledge fulfillment statistics for the year 2011:  37 pledgers completely fulfilled their 

pledges; 29 pledgers gave more than they pledged by $12,447.25; 21 pledgers were behind on their pledges 
by $9,854. 

· Stewardship 2012 final report: We have received 85 pledges for a total of $210,280. 
· Received the Treasurer’s Report for December and a 2011 year-end report. 
· Budget 2012: Vestry discussed and approved a balanced 2012 budget of $234,350. This includes modest 

salary increases for staff and an allocation of $23,500 or 10% of our 2010 Normal Operating Expenses to 
the Diocesan Mission Share Fund. 

· Outreach: Grace Church will be preparing and hosting dinner for approximately 250 people at the Winter 
Homeless Shelter at Glenkirk Presbyterian Church on Sunday, January 15. Sack lunches for the following 
day will also be prepared, and food for breakfast will be provided. Many thanks to the congregation for 
their financial support undergirding this ministry. 

· Marylen Hart provided an update for the Centennial Committee. 
· Janese Grady, Debbie Pullen, and Susan Ray have submitted their names in nomination to serve as 

Diocesan Convention 2012 delegates. Alternate delegates will be elected at the Annual Meeting. 
· Adjournment and closing prayer. 
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I have been a member of Grace Church since 1997 
and have served on the Vestry from 1999 to 2003 
and again from 2005 to 2008. I have also served on 
the Stewardship Committee for several years and 
am proud of the dedication reflected in everyone’s 
strong commitment to stewardship at Grace Church. 
 

Over the last 15 years, Susan and the Vestry have 
worked very hard to instill fiscal responsibility and 
to invest in our church’s infrastructure. It has been 
exciting for me to watch and be part of the growth 
that has occurred at our church during these years. I 
am also pleased to see more active participation in 
all of the wonderful ministries offered at grace.  
 

This church is a very important part of my life and 
plays a crucial role in the lives my family, 
especially my three sons. I believe that our church 
needs to continue the spiritual development of our 
youth, and I will work towards hiring a college-
aged youth leader to help our children build a 
stronger relationship with Jesus Christ. I also want 
to work towards fixing the playground equipment 
for the younger children so that they have a safe 
place to play.  
 

I am honored to serve on Vestry.  Thank you. 
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I am a cradle Episcopalian and feel very blessed 
that I am a Grace parishioner. For a number of 
years, I had not been an active church member. The 
horrible events of 9/11/01 were very instrumental in 
my return to our faith. As I watched the atrocities 
occur, I said, aloud and aghast, “So much hatred!” 
At that moment, I knew that I was receiving a 
message from God telling me to become, once 
again, a part of His church, which is based upon 
love. 
 

 

Thus, for over 10 years, I have been a part of the 
beautiful institution which is Grace. From the 
moment I entered the door, I have felt the warmth 
and welcome of the people who are the heart and 
soul of this church.  
 

I served as a member of Vestry from 2007-2010. 
I’ve been a member of the Altar Guild since 2002.  
I also enjoy being a reader of the lessons and a 
greeter. I am a proud member of the Centennial 
Committee. 
 

It would be an honor to serve once again on the 
Vestry. I pledge that I will do my very best to help 
Grace Episcopal Church flourish! 
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On “Cannonball Sunday,” several Easters ago, my 
husband, Steven, and I came with my mom, Debbi, 
to support my father, Rick, on his first Sunday as 
the Organist at Grace. We were impressed with the 
quality of music, the flowers and details used to 
adorn the Sanctuary, the feeling of family with 
those in attendance, and the intellectual and 
personally challenging sermon given by Susan.   
 

The following August, Steven and I joined the 
church choir, and our son Garrett joined Kathy in 
the nursery. Seven months later Morgan and 
Mitchell were added to our munchkin list and 
joined their older brother in the children’s program. 
Since then, our family has enjoyed participating in 
many services and events at Grace and look forward 
to more in the future. 
 

I feel that by participating in the Vestry I can bring 
my experience and ideas as an Elementary School 
Teacher and former youth group leader, and use my 
energy and desire to revitalize Grace’s children’s 
program. I also hope to continue the growth of the 
“Young-Adult-And-Not-So-Young-Adult Group.” 
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At our Annual Meeting on February 5, we will offer our grateful thanks to Janese Grady, 
Peter Stacy, and Jackie Stong who have faithfully served on our Vestry for the past three years. 
 

We will also elect three new Vestry Members. Frank Boyd, Mary Ann Burkhalter, and Bobbi 
Patterson have agreed to submit their names in nomination. Each elected Vestry Member will serve a 
three-year term.   
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Zella Cramer is proud to have been elevated to 
the rank of Great-Grandmother with the birth 
on December 15 of Lucie Zella Mooney, first 
child of John and Julie Mooney. Lucie danced 
into life at 7 lbs. 13 oz. and 20” and is described 
by Great-Grandma as having “lots of dark 
brown hair and heart-shaped lips.”  
 
On December 16, Kathi and Alan Ferris also 
became Great-Grandparents with the birth of 
Autumn, first child of their granddaughter 
Sabrina. Autumn weighed 6 lbs. 10 oz. at birth.  
Mother and child are home now and doing well. 
Papa Connor and Grandpa Kevin are happily 
coping. 
 

Let us join in giving thanks to Almighty God,  
the Lord of all life, 

for the gifts of Lucie Zella and Autumn. 

Delta Kappa Gamma FundraiserDelta Kappa Gamma FundraiserDelta Kappa Gamma Fundraiser   
 

Each year, Citrus Community College offers a 
fundraising plan that is easy and enjoyable, and 
Delta Kappa Gamma is planning to take part once 
again.  
 

This year, tickets are available for The New 
Shanghai Circus on January 28, to be presented at 
The Haugh Performing Arts Center at Citrus 
College. If Delta Kappa Gamma (an educators’ 
organization) can sell 100 tickets to this show, 
Citrus College will refund 50% of the ticket price. 
 

Jackie Stong and Gail Haynes are selling tickets 
for this event, and if they meet their goal, Grace 
will receive half the cost of the tickets in return. 
Deadline for sales is January 21.  
 

This plan has been successful in the past. In fact, 
last year six members of the congregation attended 
the event, and Grace Church received a check for 
$78.00. 
 

We hope you will take part, and that you will enjoy 
The New Shanghai Circus! 
 

      Sincerely,  
      Gail Haynes 
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To start the New Year with a bang, Tricia will 
be showing Fried Green Tomatoes.  

 

An unhappy housewife (Kathy Bates) befriends 
an old lady in a nursing home (Jessica Tandy) 
and becomes enthralled by the Depression-era 
tales she tells of a pair of characters she used to 
know named Ruth and Idgie. 
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For Teens in grades 9-12 and their Chaperones. 
Admission is $12 in advance and $15 at the door. 

 
Questions? Please call Karlyn Johnson Brown  

at 310-275-0123 x 113  
or email to kjohnson@allsaintsbh.org 

The excitement is building as Senior High students from around the Diocese get ready to walk the red carpet at 
the Bishops’ Ball. On January 28, 2012, All Saints’ Parish, Beverly Hills is honored to host this annual event. 
Without giving too much away, know that guests will walk between velvet ropes, down a red carpet to a 
festive “ballroom” with music provided by the Diocese’s favorite DJ, Rev. Earl Gibson. Jean-Luc and Suzanna 
Gignac of G & G Catering will provide delicious party food, especially chosen by the All Saints’ Youth 
Vestry. A dessert bar, games, and, most importantly, a chance for teens to meet and greet their peers from 
other parishes will make this night memorable. Bishop Mary Glasspool will be in attendance. 
 

In true Hollywood spirit, the 2012 Bishops’ Ball will also help other teens in Los Angeles. As part of the 
night’s festivities, the Community of All Saints’ Teens (CAST) is encouraging teens, clergy, youth groups, 
and all attendees to bring $5 gift cards to Target, Subway, or McDonald’s, or donations to purchase $5 gift 
cards. The gift cards will go to “My Friend’s Place,” a drop-in shelter for homeless teens in Hollywood. My 
Friend’s Place distributes the cards to its guests to help buy clothing essentials and to cover meals for the teens 
when they cannot get to the drop-in center. While our youth are dancing the night away at this spectacular 
event, they have made possible the means to feed or clothe a homeless teen, too. That’s powerful! Since 
teenagers are not allowed to volunteer at My Friend’s Place, this is a perfect alternative—teens helping teens. 
 

Tickets for the event are $12 in advance and $15 at the door. Tickets can be purchased in advance online until 
noon on Jan. 27. Gift cards are welcome on the day of the event, but if more convenient, donations can be 
made online to go towards the $5 gift card collection to benefit My Friend’s Place. 
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Wednesday Morning Bible Study will resume class on Wednesday, 
January 25. In preparation, please read Genesis chapters 27-35.  
 

In addition, we will be studying Anita Diamant’s book, The Red Tent. This 
is a fictional tale based on the real-life happenings surrounding Jacob, 
Rachel, Leah, and their 12 sons, as told by “Dinah,” the only female child of Jacob and Leah. The 
book is available on Amazon.com for $10.47. It is also available at Barnes & Noble. 
 

The book will be a lot of fun, but of course, it is always helpful to know the Biblical background, 
so read the chapters in Genesis first! 
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Thank you all for your generosity and your continued support and commitment to the future of 
Grace Church. As of January 1, our 2012 pledges totaled $210,260.00, representing 85 pledging 
units. The Stewardship Committee set a goal of $210,000.00, and I am pleased to say 

 that we reached our goal and surpassed it by a few hundred dollars. This was made possible because many 
of you were able to increase your pledge this year, and we also received several new pledges. 
 

It is difficult for me to realize that 2011 is over and a New Year is upon us. It seems that as I grow older, 
the time goes by much faster. 2012 will be a banner year for all of us at Grace Church as we celebrate our 
100th Birthday. We have come so far in 100 years. We must never forget the Stewards that made our church 
what it is today. Now it is our responsibility to continue to support all our church programs, maintain our 
beautiful facility, grow in our outreach programs, and begin to look at some of the items on our wish-list. 
 

There are many teachings in the Gospels to help us understand the concept of Christian Stewardship. 
Stewardship is a large part of our Christian journey. Through commitments of Talent, Treasure, and Time, 
people will discover that they grow spiritually and that their faith is deepened. I feel that I have grown 
spiritually through my stewardship to Grace Church. I also see the spiritual growth in our church through 
the love, compassion, caring, and nurturing of our own parishioners. I see this commitment in our vestry, 
the choir members, the bell choirs, all the servers, and especially in our Rector, Susan. I see this 
commitment in every pledge that is made and kept. This is how we as Christians make a difference. 
 

Happy New Year!  Thank you all for stepping up to the plate, seeing the light, and continuing a century of 
faithful stewardship. I wish you all a year filled with Peace, Happiness, and Joy. 
 

              Faithfully in Christ, 
              Margo Keller, Stewardship Chair 
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Introduction: by Mary Ann Burkhalter 
 

One of the most fascinating service organizations in the rich history of Grace 
Episcopal Church was the Embroidery Guild. This group of dedicated and 
talented women created the beautiful vestments and hangings which are such 
an important part of our services and ceremonies. 
 

Research conducted by your Centennial Committee has revealed a number of valuable documents recording 
the activities of this Guild. Here, we are presenting a report attributed to one of the organization’s most 
devoted and beloved members, Betty Frank. It was transcribed from her original hand-written account. 
 

Much of the work done by the guild was accomplished during the tenure of the Reverend Peter J. Brownlee, 
who served as priest from 1953-1964. Clearly, he and Mrs. (Kay) Brownlee enthusiastically encouraged and 
aided these gifted ladies in their efforts.  
 

Countless hours were spent in constructing and hand embroidering these masterpieces 
with designs depicting sacred symbols of our Faith. Each set, traditionally created in 
the rich colors of the church year – purple, green, white and red – was fabricated of 
the finest materials available and then meticulously embroidered using silk, golden 
and silvery threads.  
 

For those readers who are not familiar with some of the terms used in the report, 
definitions included here may prove helpful. Each of the elements defined has long been a key part of our 
historic rituals. 
 

Burse: The case, (somewhat like a hard-bound book) covered in rich fabric and embroidery, which encloses 
the corporal, a linen square used with the communion vessels. The burse sits atop a veil, a richly decorated 
cloth which is draped over the chalice upon the altar. 
 

Hangings are the intricately embroidered banners which are suspended at the front of the pulpit and the 
lectern. They are often part of a matching set which includes a frontal – the covering for the front of the altar. 
Some frontals are long and cover the entire face of the altar; others are shorter and provide an ornamental 
edging at the front of the altar. 
 

The chasuble is the loose-fitting, poncho-like garment that the priest wears while performing the communion 
service. This covers the stole, the long strip of cloth worn around the priest’s neck to symbolize the yoke of 
obedience to Christ. The maniple is a narrow strip of fabric that used to be worn over the left arm of the 
priest, slightly above the wrist.  

 

The funeral pall was traditionally used as a covering for the coffin at a funeral 
service. As fewer and fewer coffins are brought into the sanctuary for services in 
modern times, the pall is sometimes used to cover the vessel holding the decedent’s 
ashes. 
 

One can only imagine the love and work it took to create these beautiful objects. 
Indeed, we treasure this account of the contributions of the Embroidery Guild. 
 

Embroidery Guild Memoir attributed to Betty Frank 
 

Following (with spelling and grammar corrections and amendments) is a copy of the original report. 
 

On April 2, 1973, I removed from the ecclesiastical embroidery frame our red chasuble, the last to be made 
and the culmination of a 20-year dream that started with Father Brownlee and Mary Hannington. When plans 
were made to start our new church, these two dreamed of having beautiful handmade hangings and chasubles 
to match in all four colors of the church year. This was really a dream.  

Continued on next page. 
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This newsletter is published monthly by Grace Episcopal Church  

Grace Episcopal Church 
555 E. Mountain View Ave. 
Glendora, CA  91741 
 
Return Service Requested 
DATED MATERIAL 

The Rev. Susan L. Scranton, Rector 
Sue Malinowski, Parish Secretary 
 

Office: (626) 335-3171 
E-Mail:  Grace@GraceGlendora.org 
Web Site:  www.GraceGlendora.org 

Mary Hannington embraced the dream. She assembled a number of women to 
begin the green set. They were able to go to the Covina Church [Holy Trinity] 
once a month for ecclesiastical embroidery lessons given by Josephine Jardine. 
The lessons were paid for by the Diocese of Los Angeles, the only diocese that 
did this at that time. Hence, the diocese has the most beautiful hangings in their 
churches. In return for our lessons, we were to pay back the church by making 
a burse or veil for one of the fast-growing missions springing up across the 
county. 
 

When I joined them, they had finished the green hangings and the burse and veil in the pomegranate design. 
Mary was working on the front of the green chasuble. This is a beautiful piece and her work is lovely – so 
even and straight. If one stitch went in crooked, out it came, as I discovered when working on the purple 
hanging – and had to take out a whole night’s work! We got together once a week and spent the evening 
sewing together, and Father and Kay (Brownlee) came often to watch and cheer us on. The purple set was 

finished and we started on the white hangings, burse and veil. We 
made two burses and veils in each color, plus many for the missions. 
The red set, Mary did while we were working on the altar hangings. 
 

The red hangings and the purple funeral pall were completed and it 
was while we were working on the high altar frontal that Mary got 
sick. Sick as she was, she forced herself to finish the descending dove 
in the center of the frontal because she knew no one could do the work 
like she could. 

 

After she died, we continued to work and finished the red maniple and stole…the white chasuble, and [then] 
finally, the red chasuble. 
 

While Mary Belle Higbee Lewis was president of The Daughters of the King, 
it was voted to give the money for the red vestments. I remember the look on Mary [Hannington’s] face when 
she sweetly told them that it would be a while before that red chasuble would be finished because it was the 
least-used color and would be last. If she had only known how long it would be, she would have been 
shocked! Not often are pieces made which require so many, many hours of labor. 


