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So teach us, O Lord, to number our days that 
we may apply our hearts to wisdom (Psalm 

90:12), so cries out the psalmist.  It seems that whether 
we are young or old or somewhere in between, our time 
is at the forefront of our lives.  For some it seems as if 
there are not enough hours in the day to meet all the 
demands of life, and for others it feels as if time is 
slowly slipping away, all of which points to the 
sacredness of time.  Once the day is gone, it is gone 
forever, and so we pray for the ability to savor our days 
and use them faithfully. 
 

In response to human need and, in fact, divine 
imperative, both our Jewish and Christian ancestors 
offered the world a model for life-giving usage of time.  
Early on, the Jewish custom was to mark each day by 
prayer at various times of the day, for God commanded 
His people to pray unceasingly.  So at sunrise and at 
sunset, the community came together to pray and hear 
the proclamation of God’s Word; and at the third, sixth, 
and ninth hours, private prayers were offered.  Thus the 
day was sanctified and consecrated to God.  This 
principal was later taken up by Christians and 
transformed into the monastic hours, also forming the 
basis for our own services of Morning Prayer and 
Evening Prayer as well as the smaller offices of 
noonday prayers and compline. 
 

Perhaps the more identifiable marking of time, 
however, comes from the pattern of weekly 
celebrations that fit within the larger scheme of the 
liturgical year.  The articulation of the calendar into 
seven-day weeks is a part of our Jewish heritage, for 
according to the book of Genesis, God created the 
world in six days and on the seventh day, the Sabbath, 
He rested.  So God blessed the seventh day and 
hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work 
that he had done in creation (Genesis 2:3).  Weekly 
Sabbath observance and worship remains the 
foundation of the Jewish week.  For Christians, the first 
day of the week has replaced the seventh day as a time 
of worship and celebration.  All four of the Gospels 
proclaim that the resurrection of Jesus Christ happened 
on the first day of the week, and many other passages 
from Scripture attest to the tradition of coming together 
to worship and break bread together on Sundays in 

response to our Lord’s command to do this in 
remembrance of me. 
 

Over the course of time, a larger scale yearly pattern of 
worship developed so as to mark our days in 
accordance with God’s revelation and relationship with 
His people.  Liturgical scholars Charles Price and Louis 
Weil have said, “The Church Year has been arranged 
and presented to assist worshippers to devote their 
attention in succession to the salient aspects of the 
Christian mystery: preparation, incarnation, revelation, 
the life and death of Jesus of Nazareth, his resurrection 
and ascension, the coming of the Holy Spirit, and the 
life of the church and of Christians in the world.” 
 

The first to develop was what we call the Resurrection 
Cycle, as Jesus’ death and resurrection forms the 
central event of our faith.  Since we know that these 
events took place during the Jewish Passover, it was 
the first event to be placed on the Christian calendar, its 
date dependent to a certain degree on the date of 
Passover and on the complicated dating pattern that I 
wrote about in the February Communicator.  Lent, a 
period of 40 days (not counting Sundays) that begins 
with Ash Wednesday and culminates with Holy Week, 
marks the beginning of the Resurrection Cycle.  The 
Day of Pentecost, celebrated fifty days after Easter 
Day, marks the end of the Great Fifty Days of Easter 
and the culmination of the entire Resurrection Cycle. 
 

The second cycle is the Incarnation Cycle that centers 
on the birth of Jesus Christ.  Preceded by the four 
Sundays of Advent, during which time we prepare not 
only for the celebration of Jesus’ birthday but also for 
the final coming of Jesus Christ, Christmas lasts for 
twelve days.  It is followed by the season of Epiphany 
that marks the revelation of Jesus as Messiah to the 
world and the culmination of the Incarnation Cycle. 
 

Thus we have our two major cycles of the liturgical 
year.  The Church Year begins with the Incarnation 
Cycle of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany, and 
continues with the Resurrection Cycle of Lent, Holy 
Week, Easter, and Pentecost, after which we begin the 
long season of the Sundays after Pentecost, known in 
some traditions as “Ordinary Time.” 
 

The term Ordinary Time comes from the word  
“ordinal,” which simply means counted time; thus the 
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Please remember that all parishioners are always welcome to attend our Vestry Meetings.  Normally we meet on 
the third Monday of the month at 7:30 p.m. 
 

The May Vestry Meeting opened with prayer. 
· Approved and accepted the minutes of the April 21 meeting. 
· Heard oral reports from the Rector and Wardens. 
· Received Treasurer’s Report. 
· Received final report and bid information from the Organ Renovation Committee and then voted to accept the 

bid of Manuel Rosales to do the work on the organ. 
· Noted upcoming June events: Parish Choir Concert – June1, Celebration of High School Graduates – June 8, 

Tintabulations Handbell Choir Concert – June 15. 
· Received Parochial Report of 2007. 
· Heard report from the Outreach Committee. 
· Adjournment and closing prayer.  

Episcopal Church marks this season as the Sundays 
after Pentecost.  This liturgical time, which normally 
corresponds to late spring, summer, and fall, is 
anything but a mundane period of time.  Our Sunday 
worship services still help us to honor the sacredness of 
time and enable us to deepen our relationship with God 
as we hear His Word and break bread together in the 
sacrament of Holy Communion.  It is a time during 
which we focus on discipleship and the mission of the 
church.  The Lectionary readings tend to be semi-
continuous readings, which enable us to better grasp 

the larger picture of Scripture.  You will notice this 
summer for the first time that our Old Testament 
readings are much more substantial, the result of the 
change to the Revised Common Lectionary.  The 
sanctuary color for the Season after Pentecost is green, 
symbolizing new life and growth, possibilities and 
promises, within our own lives. And so we pray, Teach 
us, O Lord, to number our days that we may apply our 
hearts to wisdom (Psalm 90:12). 
 
     In Christ’s love,  Susan + 
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Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
and 

Bound for the Promised Land 
arranged by Mack Wilberg 

 

Ain’t Got Time to Die  
by Hall Johnson 

featuring the tenor solo by Michael Lopez 
 

Soon Ah Will Be Done 
 by William L. Dawson 

 

The Lord Is My Shepherd  
and 

For the Beauty of the Earth  
by John Rutter 

 
Admission is free. Join us for a reception in  

Baxter Hall after the concert. 
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This newsletter is published monthly by Grace Episcopal Church. 
Deadline for submittals is the 15th of each month. 

The Rev. Susan L. Scranton, Rector 
Sue Malinowski, Parish Secretary 
 

Office: (626) 335-3171 FAX: (626) 335-2511 
E-Mail:  GraceEpiscopalGlendora@verizon.net 
Web Site:  www.graceepiscopalglendora.org 
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555 E. Mountain View Ave. 
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This month we offer our 
congratulations to Courtney 
Young who is graduating from  

San Dimas High School.  Courtney has been a member of Grace 
Church since she was a small child, and many of us have had the 
privilege of watching her grow up into a fine young woman. 
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Congratulations to Lisa Harich, 
graduating with a Masters Degree 
in Educational Technology from 
California State University at 
San Bernardino.  
 

Delta Kappa Gamma, a society of 
women educators, recently held 
their annual convention, this year 
celebrating “Women in the Arts.”  
Jacqueline Stong was honored as 
a distinguished musician. 
Congratulations! 
 

We are sorry to report the death in 
April of Stephen V. Barry. 

Courtney is our current Acolyte Master and also 
serves as a lector, youth group member, and as part 
of the Sounds of Grace Handbell Choir.  Courtney 
has been accepted at the University of Colorado at 
Boulder and will enter school this coming fall.  We 
ask God’s blessing upon her as she enters a new 
phase of her life. 


